EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 


| Hier stehé ich, ich kann nicht anders; 
| Gott helfe mir! Amen /—LuTHER. 


State ofsthe Church: in North Carolina. 


_ A number df Lutherans settled in North Carolina; and the Southern 
‘Btates, at an early period. They were supplied from:time to time with 
“Ministers, but as they were scattered throughout the state, many rarely 
heard a serfnon, and the consequence was, that some lost all their re- 
ligious impressions, whilst a considerable number united themselves 
with that denomination which was most perfectly organized; in the 
‘neighbourhood of their residence: For a long time; we had buat a few 
‘of our Ministers among them, arid these wete zealous, and incessantly 
engaged in the cause of their Master. But alas, they could not pos-. . 
sibly supply the wants of our people. Among others, our venerable 
‘President of the General Synod, the Rev. G. Shober, long since lamen- 
ted the paucity of our Ministers in that state; To the knowledge of 
the Editor, he made gréat sacrifices; to increase their number; and as 
js well known, was among the first and most zealous founders and 
supporters of the General Synod; and the Theological Seminary, Both 
of these institutions now flourish beyond our most sanguine expecta- 
tions, and by the blessing of God, will soon furnish our churches in 
“the United States with able and pious Pastors. The operations of our 
“father Shober, to promote the cause of Christ and that of our Church 
in North Carolina and Tennessee were so successful, that oppositions 
were excited, against him personally as a man, and as a Minister.— 
) With an undaunted spirit, he met them, and though advanced in years, ~ 
displayed all the zeal and warmth of one in full vigour of youth. By 
his pen, and from the pulpit, he not only disarmed his enemies, but 
_ roused our people to a sense of their duty, and has been instrumental 
an bringing among them an additional number of Ministers. There 
were indeed and still are some, who like the false teachers of old, im- 
themselves upon the unwary, and ineulcate doctriaes, 
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to ‘Lutheranism and the Bible. ‘eh the labours of several young di- 
‘vines, who, inspired by a love for Christ, and the purity of our doc- 
trines, resolved to settle in Carolina and Tennessee, have been more 
than ordinarily successful. We have several letters in our possession 
which lately came to hand, giving a minute detail of the present state 
of the Church. From them we learn, that those who represented them- 
selves as Lutherans, but taught doctrines, diametrically opposite to 
- those which the Church approves of, are sinking in the estimation of 
all; who know by experience, and from the sacred Scriptures, (our only 
guide in matters of faith,) that to be born agrin, and made meet unto 
salvation, is more than to be baptized. Yea, numbers who have not 
experienced a change of heart, but Highly respéct trae religion, are in- 
duced to inquire into these matters, and acknowledge that the doctrines 
taught by our regularly authorized Ministers, are Scriptural, and that 
those who have arrogated to themselves the authority to teach, without 
submitting to an examination and ordination by the one or other Sy- 
nod, have departed from the trae fa ithr. 

- Within late, three pious young men, who wére prepared for the Min- 
istry, within the jurisdiction of the Synod of Maryland and Virginia, 
joined the Synod of North Curolina. In the commencement of their 
labors, they met with enemies of Christ, of various attire. But, taught 
by the Holy Spirit, and prepared to suffer all things for Christ, they 
preached and prayed daily, without dismay, leaving the result to their 
Master. A good cause has nothing to fear, and accordingly, but a few 
sermons, proved the power of the Gospel Mistaken souls saw their 
danger, and submitted to be led'to the feet of Jesus. Each of these 
young servants; soon found himself supported by the prayers of those 
“‘who look to the things that are above.” Astonishing as it may be, 
"yet it is literally true, that although they preach almost daily, yet there 
are many calls to which they cannot attend. Many new churches have 
been organized, and in several instances, property belonging to Lu- 
therans, but which had been in a state of dilapidation or fallen into 
the hands of others, has been improved and restored to its rightful 
owners. ‘That the introduction of a discipline, among a people who 
had not been accustomed to attend regularly to public worship, would 
be attended with some difficulty, was to be expected. “ But, (observes 
the young servant of Jesus, who Jast settled in North Carolina,) our 
affairs begin to assume a more fayourable aspect, than they presented 
a few weeks ago. The people appear to be more willing to submit. to 
the discipline, which 1 am about introducing. My vestries appear to 
_ be roused, and have become anxiows to obtain a saving interest in 
Christ.” This is'corroborated by other letters, in one of which it is 
stated, “that many are becoming convinced of the depravity of the 
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human heart, and that the mere external spplhestion of means, is not 
the regeneration, without which no man can see God.” iy 
So generally are the people roused from their lethargy in one dis. 
rict, where there are neither churches nor Pastors, that one of our 
zealous young Ministers, has consented to hold a two-day meeting in 
June next, in order to give an opportunity to the people generally, of 
feasting upon the bread of life. May many souls be born unto God, 
and, may the day soon arrive, when wy rite 8 shall enjoy the preach- 
of Jesus Christ. 


Lutheran Missions. 


Conclusion of the Letter to the Tamal Nation. 
(Continued from page $8) 


| Such eine never existed. And if it were cecal that there had | 
been such persons, how can it be possible that they are the gods that 
govern and judge the world, when they exceed in profligacy men them- 
selves. Is a notorious felon a suitable person to govern a village? Or, 
if an inhabitant of a place were to act in so shameful a manner, would 
the remainder suffer him in their midst? Learn, then, how great ig 
the fraud of the Devil, who would thrust you to Hell. Can there be 
a greater sin, than to give to such abominable sinners the throne of 
God, and to worship them to the exclusion of Him? Can you not per- 
ceive, that the worship of such gods—as well as blind, deaf, dumb, 
and lifeless images, is a very great error, and a glaring impropriety. : 
A beast knows the master, that provides for it, and if man knows not 
“the Lord, who feeds him every day; and cleaves to a vain thing, that 
gives him nothing and worships it—is he not much deluded, and very 
wretched? Your continuance in Heathenism, keeps you under the cruel 
_ power of the Devil—who so blinds you, that you believe the grossest 
falsehoods and fables. Would you know, what a zealous and showy 
religion the Greeks and Romans conducted in ancient times, whose 
_ government extended over many nations? ‘Learn its true character.— 
_ The gods and goddesses that they worshipped, are Jupiter, Juno, Mer- 
_ cury, Minerva, Apollo, Diana, Venus, Bacchus, Pluto, and others.— 
_ Where are now these gods, that were worshipped for so many years, 
and with such great zeal. After the cheering doctrine of Jesus Christ 
- whom God graciously sent from heaven as our Saviour, enlightened 
_ those lands—the name and glory of their gods and goddesses, and the 


service, which had for them in the countries 


Duelling 


mentioned—disappeared and were destroyed. And where are now the 
mame and worship of the numerous other gods, that were formerly ho- 
noured in the nations that have embraced Christianity. Had they been 
gods how could they have been destroyed ? It was all vanity and false- 
hood, and therefore they came to nought. As it is now determined, 
that they were not Gods, is it not great stupidity in you, to regard 
Siwen, Wischtnu, Isuren, &e. as gods. 

The eternal and almighty God, whom you have forsaken, calls upon 
you who have so long walked in evil ways, with the greatest compas- 
gion, to return unto him, and says to you:—Turn, ye disobedient chil- 
dren, I am the Lord your God—have no other gods besides me—why 
do you desire punishment and condemnation? Return unto me, and I 
will forgive your sins and save you.—O! let this mercy of God excite 
you to turn pnjo him. It is trug that you deserve, if dealt with ac- 
cording to the righteousness of God, everlasting punishment on account 
_ of your great sins—and no man can atone for, or extinguish his iniqui- 
ties. God’s mercy offers a complete cancelment of our sins, and a 
perfect redemption. That men under condemnation, may escape ever- 
Jasting misery, be redeemed, and become again the dear children of 
God, he has himself made known the way. He alone was capable of 
forming such an atonement. Hear then this joyful news of salvation, 
which has respect to you and to all men. There is a Redeemer pre- 
sent, who destroys sin and its curse. It is Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, who was given to us from above, and who took the nature of man 
upon earth, He who is one of the persons of the glorious divinity, and 
is the Mediator betwixt God and man, became the substitute for the 
sins of the world, and to ransom us, he suffered an ignominious and 
cruel death, and after he had died for our sins and satisfied the justice 
of God, by his divine power, he rose from the dead and commanded 
salvation to be preached through " bigod te all nations, and then AS - 
cended to Heaven. | 


- Governor Butler, of Vermont, who was a Minister of the Gospel, bee 
fore his election, has issued his proclamation, setting apart the 4th of 
April, as aday of humiliation and prayer, and enumerates among oth- 


fr causes of mourning and repentance, the following : 

“Let us mourn, that in this land of refined humanity, a murderous 
¢ustom, by which numbers of valyable citizens are almost every year 
sent to an untimely grave, is still tolerated in the sentiments of the 
people; and the duellist, without punishment or shame, is suffered to 
pour contempt on God, ona oe our national character with the 
Mood of murder,” | 
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Religious Zeal 
: Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad, 


| said a Heathen to the great Apostle of the Gentiles, because he was 


zealously engaged in the service of his master Jesus Christ. At the 


_ present day, there are many who pronounce all zeal in religion, mad- 


ness, Wild fire, &c.—That certain characters arise in every age, who are 
zealous without knowledge—who are filled with visionary schemes, and 
more affected by mere phantoms, than by the Bible, is not denied.— 
But, when a man withdraws from sinful amusements. and pleasures— 
attends to the ordinanees of God—fakes ap active part, in promoting 
Bible Societies and Sunday Schools—admires and attends private and 
public religious meetings—admonishes a brother in error, and in fine, 


_.followeth peace with all men, and holiness, we deny that he merits the 


reproachtul epithets of enthusiast, fool, madman, &c. It is strange in- 
deed, that in religious matters, zeal and warmth of feeling should be 
condemned, when in the affairs of this world, it is commended! Surely 
the loss of ‘the soul, is the greatest loss that can befal man, and, “if 
the righteous can scarcely be saved,” is it not natural, that in seeking sal- 


vation, zeal and warmth of feeling should be evinced ? Those who make | 


a public profession of religion, and zealously engage in the cause of 
Christ, have for some time at least, great difficulties to contend with, 

and we doubt not, the very idea, of being termed hypocrites, enthusi- 
asts, fools, madmen, &c. has been the cause of many forsaking the 
Lord, to whom they had sworn allegiance. 


The editor has been led to make these remarks, from a sincere de- 


sire to correct an evil, which hag had a most detrimental effect, upon 


‘That such persons should be zealous ang warm, is as natural, as that 


‘some, who profess to be members of that part of the Christian church 


to which he is most ardently attached. The same effects have been 
felt in sister churches, but it is no extenuation of our guilt, to go out 
of our own, and to discoyer, that we stand not alone, mpeanled and buf- 
feted by Satan. 

Different denominations have different methods of receiving persons 
into their communion. In our church it is by confirmation. Such as 
desire to be in our communion, are required to attend a course of 
lectures—publicly to renounce the devil and his works, and to promise, 
that they will, by the grace of God, lead a holy life. They are then, 
by prayer, and the imposition of the hands of the Minister, dedicated 
to God, and accounted members, authorized to partake with us, of the 
Lord’s Supper, and all other prerogatives peculiar to the Christian.— 
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darkness is dispelled by the appearance of the sun above the horizon. 
And yet it is a lamentable fact, that whilst some endeavour to dis- 
suade their acquaintances from making a public profession of religion, 
others reduce it to a mere form, and make every exertion to prevent 
those who ratify their baptismal vow, from resisting the flesh, and mor- 

 tifying the deeds of the body. Having for twenty years labored in the 
e vineyard of the Lord, and annually delivered lectures, preparatory to 
confirmation, we have in numerous instances, s¢en the most beatifying 
effects, where true zeal and warmth existed, and on the other hand, we 
have often wept,. because our labours were frustrated by the absence 
of a proper zeal. The following extract from the “ Troy Review,” 
will, we trust, be read by our people with much interest and profit, 
remembering what was said to the qmutoh of the Laodiceans, Revel. 
tions, iii. 15. 


“The husbandman labours, from bay to day, and from year to year, 
with diligence, with energy, with interest, with perseverance ; men of 
other occupations do the same, for the méat that perisheth, for the fa- 
ding, dying things of time and sense. Are they mad? O no. Every 
body thinks this is reasonable. But let any mai? be as active, diligent, 
and persevering to obtain the bread of me 3 and he is branded as an 
enthusiast. 


The mercantile-1 man journeys east to west, from north to south ; 
sails over every sea, visits every clime; tries the rigour of the frigid, 
and the heat of the torrid zones; braves all the dangers of the deep, 
and death in ten thousand forms. And why ? to acquire a fortune.— 

*$lis fortune is made. Will it save his soul? No. Should he lose his . 
wealth, would that loss shut him out. of heaven? No. Is that man 
mad? Ono. Every body thinks him a reasonable, sober man. Let 
another be half as active; and brave half those dangers, to lay up trea- 
sures in heaven, incorruptible, undefiled pare not away ; and he is 
branded as a madman. ; 


Our country is invaded. Our cds cry, to arms. The people fly to 
arms, meet the invading foe, shout, yietory or death; millions of money 
are expended, thousands of lives are lost in defence of a nations rights. 
Or our government is insulted, the rulers give command, the people 
rush to the battle, and with equal expense of treasure, and of blood, 
the insult is avenged, or a nation’s pride defended, Are the rulers, or 
the people crazy? Ono. Every body believes all this consistent with 
sober reason. But, let Christians be half as much engaged, with mild 
and gospel weapons, to conqucr the troops of hell, save souls from 
endless death, and vindicate a Saviour’s injured honour. What then ? 
Why the cry is, Fanaticism! Bigotry! Superstition! Fools! Madmen ! 
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A man is to be tried for life. Counsel is emploved. Every point of 
Jaw which can bear upon the case is sought out. The pleader makes 
every effort to bias the court in favour of his client. We feels after 
every trembling fibre in the juror’s heart, engages all the powers of 
_+sympathy on the side of the accused. He calls up all the energies of 
his soul, and of his body too, and makes a desperate effort. Why? 
_ temporal life is at stake! Is that man mad? No. All this: accords 
_ with the dictates of sound sense, and sober reason. And should he 
fail to do all this, where there was any prospect of success, he would 
be branded as a traitor and a villain. But let a Christian plead with 
_ half as much ardour, for his own, or his neighbour’s life eternal, in 
the name of Jesus, and at the court of heaven, whete he is sure to pre- 
vail; and he is called a fool / | 
| A centinel is set to watch the approach of an enemy, and, in case an 
enemy appears, to give the alarm. He sees an enemy coming, but he 
does not sound ati alarm. He sleeps, or is a traitor. He is adjudged to 
death, and his life is the pricé of his negligence or treachery. - 

The watchman of Zion is set upon his watch-tower. He sees an en- 
_ emy coming, and a dreadful and eternal tempest gathering. He sees 
the heavens gathering blackness, and the wrath of heaven just ready 
to flash eternal lightning in the sinners face? He hears the thunder 
toar in peals as dreadful as the voice of God,. He lifts up his voice 
like a trumpet, sounds an alarm, gives the people warning, urges them 
to fiee the onset of approaching vengeance ; ; ahd they are ready to 
stone him as they did Bteptien. Who is mad! The watchman, or 
the people ? | 

But, say they, there is too much feeling. Too much Seling on the 
subject of religion! Is this possible? Did the Prophet feel too much 
when he said, “I will make a wailing as the dragons, and a mourning 
as the owls?” Did that other Prophet feel too much, when he said, 
“© that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 
I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my peo- 
ple?” Did the. Psalmist feel too much, when “ rivers of water” ran. 
down his eyes, because men kept not the law of God? Did Paul feel 
too much, when he had “ continual heaviness, and sorrow in his heart, 
for his brethren, his kinsmen, according to the flesh?” Did Jesus 
feel too much, when he “ sighed, and wept, and groaned and prayed ?” 
Was he crazy, when he said, “ My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even 
unto death ?? Was he mad, when he agonized in Gethsemane? Was_ 
it in a fit of insanity, that threw him down from heaven, to bear all 
the shame, reproach, persecution, that earth and hell could invent ?— 
Was he beside himself, when he was nailed to the cross? or delirious, 
when he cried, “My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me?” 
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Was it folly, or madness in him to become poor, that we might be 
rich? He felt, did he not? And shall we feel? And can we feel too 
much? Did the Almighty God feel too much, when he “so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him, might not perish but have everlasting life? Will the multi-. 
tude say he was beside himself? Shall God feel so much for us? and 
can we feel too much for him? or for those for whom Christ died ? O 
madness! Shame on the world! and on the Christian world too!— 
Did you see, what is doubtless true, sinners dropping into hell, nearly 
as fast as the clock beats time, would you think we feel too much ? 
Could you but disten, and hear the sighs and groans; aud wailings of 
the damned, wotld you think we feel too much? Were the veil re- 
moved, and did you see the sinner weeping, gnushing his teeth, and 
the deathless worm, gnawing at his heart, would you say these men, 


who make so much ado about religion, are crazy? would you say, they 


feel too much? When groaning on your deathbed, when the light of 
eternity burts on your astonished eyes, when you stand before the 
throne of God, and see the dead, small and great assemble there ;— 
when you shall witness the grand review, and stand the solemn test, 
will you say, here men were crazy, because they felt so much? . 


What ails the people in hell? What was it extorted that bitter 
groan, and that lamentable'cry, fram the rich man, who once “ fared 
sumptuously every day?” What is it that distorts the f-atures of 
those, who dwell in the * furnace of fire’? What is it that wrings 
the hearts of that multitude, who are tossing on the billows of the 
burning lake? What is it? They feel! They are full of feeling !—. 
They have come to their senses now! They will dream no more! And 
is it not time, high time, for sinners, here, to feel? to feel, while 
feeling may do them good? Is it not time for Christians to awake, rub 
open their eyes, look around _ and megin to feel? Yes, begin to 
pray too. 

What ails the people in hii “What makes them shout? What 
makes them sing? Why dre they in such haste to seize the golden 
lyre? What makes that angel lift up his voice and praise, with so 
much ardour, with so much energy? What is it that swells the note 
of praise, to such an amazing height, through all the New Jerusalem? 
What makes all the multitude of heaven, with one heart, voice, and 
soul, cry—* AMeluia, for the for Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ??— 
Are they all crazy? No. They ate not crazy. But they feel. They 
are full, they overflow with feeling. Their hearts forever beat with 
feeling. All the blessedness of heaven, and all the joy Jehovah can 
give, and all the misery of hell, consists in feeling; and the kind of 


| 


feeling makes the difference between the two worlds, and will consti« 
tute that difference forever. And is it not time for us to feel? Can 
we feel too much? Are these men mad? 


~ Was Luther an absolute Predestinarian ? 
No. VIII. 


_ If Luther had been an absolute Predestinarian, he would not have 
‘taken from his party the strong holds of their opinion, For I shall now 
proceed to show, 

In the fourth place—That several of the passages of the Holy Serips 

tures, used by the absolute predestinarians as strong supports of their 

‘opinion, he altogether disarmed of their ony to that effect by his modé 

of interpreting them. 

. The fisst passage of the kind is, Matthew xi. 25, 26. “ At that time 

3 ests answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, becairse thou hast Aid these things from the wise and prudent; 

and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
| good in thy sight.” 

_ ‘In the Westminster Confession of Faith, this passage is snseol at the 
head of the proofs in confirmation of the seventh article of chap. iii. 
which treats of God’s eternal decree. The article reads thus—‘ The 
rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable coun- 

cil of his own will, whereby he extendeth, or withholdeth mercy, ag 
he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his creatures, to 

pass by, and to ordain them to dishonour and wrath for their sin, to aad 
praise of his glorious justice.” 

 Luther’s remark on the passage in Matthew i is short but conclusive. 

It i is found in a sérmon preached on the festival of Matthias. He says: 

- © These words must not be so understood as if there were any thing want- 

“ing on the part of God, or as if he would not have every one to enjoy — 
the knowledge of the Gospel. For he is a God, who would have every 
one to be saved. For this reason he gives his Son, not to this or that 
‘one only, but to the whole world, John iii. Sd God loved the world, &c. 
and has the word preached concerning his Son, not in this or that 
place only, or in a corner, but publicly and in all the world, that we 
may behold Ais anxious desire, that every one may accept, believe and be sa- 
ved! According to such a mode of iriterpretation how can we posst« 
bly believe that Luther would have subscribed the article in proof of 
which it is put down by the believers in absolute predestination ¢ 

IL. no. 4. 44 


82 On Predestinarianism [JUNE 


The next passages are John, vi. 44 and 65. “ No man can come to me, 
except the father which sent me draw him,” and “no man can come 
unto me except it were given unto him of my father.” The 65th verse 
- being evidently nothing more than a repetition of the 44th. | 
_ The declaration of our Saviour is used in proof of the 6th article of 
the above mentioned chapter and eH diate concerning the effectual 
calling of the eleet: 

Luther, in his sixth Leshitel! interprets this passage thus: “ The 
meaning of Christ is this, I will put lock and bolt to the door that 
you shall not get at the bread of life; not that I would not be willing to 
have you, but that you must take another road if you would come to 
Christ and enjoy this meat and drink ; your wisdom and reason will not 
effect it. To come to me, my Father must give you to me—God alone 
must do it. What man would do, however easy it may appear, is all 
a hindrance. Christ will have people that he can teach, simple, hum- 
ble, cleaving to the word of God and permitting themselves to be taught 
and reformed by the word of God, and suffering the Spirit of God to 
work in them. This is the flock which the father gives to me.” The 
text being thus interpreted will not serve for proof that none other 
are redeemed by Chist, but only the elect. 


Again, John xvii. 9. * J pray not for the world,’? has been applied by 
the predestinarians to the same purpose with the declaration of Christ 
last under consideration. Luther’s interpretation of it is as follows, viz: 

“To pray for the world, and not for the world, must both be right 
and good; for. Christ himself says afterwards, I pray not for these alone, 
but for them also who shall believe on me through their word. These, 
before they are converted, must also be of the world, so that he prays 
afterwards in fact for the world, in behalf of those at least who are yet 
to be converted. Was not St. Paul of the world when he persecuted 
the Christians? yet St. Stephen prayed for him. So Christ on the cross 
prays, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. This 
then is the difference, he does not pray for the world in the same way 
that he does for his Christians, ‘For Christians he prays, that they may 
remain in the faith, and increase and not fall; for those that are not 
Christians, that they may abandon their ways and draw near to him. 
And this is truly praying for the world as we ought all to pray. As 
the world now goes on, madly raging against the Gospel, we are not 
to pray that God may overlook such doings, but that he may oppose 
them and thwart their ways and doings. Such a prayer, however, does 
not go against the persons, but against their doings. In a word, with 
respect to the person, we must pray for al}, for friend and enemy. We 
therefare pray even for our angry enemies, not that God may promote — 


| 
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their doings, but that, they may be converted by grace, if possible, or, 
_ if they will not, that God may oppose them and put an end to their 
evil doings. When Christ then says, I pray not for the world, the 
- meaning is, I do not pray that thou mayest be pleased with the un- | 
 dertakings and doings of the unbelievers, and of the world. Other. 
_« wise we are to pray for the world, that it may be converted.” 

Let us now add to this: what Luther says by way of annotation to 
Gal. i. 4, 5. and we shall see why he does not consider Christ as pray- 
ing for an elect number exclusively. “Christ, he says, is not such an 
one as demands any thing of us. He is a propitiator, who has recon- 
ciled all men in the whole world to God. Take good noticed of the word 
eur, and be sure that Christ bare, and atoned for, not a few sins enly, 
but the sins of all of us, that is, of the whole world. For he truly and 
certainly gave himself into death, fur the whole world’s sins, notwithstand- 
ing the whole world do not believe.” In my next number, I shall lay be- 
fore the reader, passages like this, enough to satisfy the most incredu, 
lous predestinarian, that Luther does not favour his opinions. But 1 
am willing for the sake of so revered a name, to subject myself even 
more than is just necessary to the labour of selecting, translating and 
transcribing, and will now put down the manner in which Luther in- 
terprets the words so often in the mouths of predestinarians. 

‘* Many are called, but few chosen,” Matt. xx. 16. and xxii. 14. Upon 
this Luther remarks: “ Many are called; for the preaching of the Gos- 
pel is general and public; whoever will, may hear and partake. It is 
God’s will that it be preached so generally and publicly, that every one 
may hear, believe, accept and be suved.—But what follows ?/—The lesson 
tells us, few are chosen, that is, few are so obedient to the Gospel as to 
be acceptable to God. Some hear and do not take to heart; some hear 
and do not cleave to it, or care to suffer, or give up any thing, for it; 
some hear and are better pleased with money and guods and pleasures. 
This is not acceptable to God, he takes no delight in such people.— 
This Christ denominates not being chosen, that is, hot so to have conduct- 
ed oneself as to be acceptable to God. They are his chosen people, in 
whom he delights, who diligently hear the Gospel, belicve in Christ, 
prove their faith by good fruits, and suffer for it what they must. 

‘They who thus understand this expression of Christ, will hearken to 
the word, beseech God for his Holy Spirit, hold fast the word in their 
hearts, strive against Satan and pray for God’s protection*and assis- 
tance. They become good Christians. While they who hold that God 
does not design salvation for every one, either may despair, or become > 
secure, wicked people, that live like beasts, and say, Ho, _is already 
ordered whether I shall be saved or not, why should I trots Ixmy head 
edit. vol. xiii, 476, 


P 
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_ “Some draw another sense from these words, and thus explain them, 
many are called, but few chosen, that is, God offers his grace to 
many, but he permits a few only to obtain grace, so that few are saved, 
, This is indeed a wicked interpretation. For how is it possible for a man 
* not to become an enemy of God, if he have no other and no better 
opinion cf him, whose will in such @ case would be in fault if all are 
nox saved. Compare this interpretation with that true sense which we 
bécome acquainted with when we have learned to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and it will prove to be altogether a devilish blasphemy.” 
| ' [Leips. edit. vol. xv. p. 114. 

But of all others the most favorite passage of absolute predestina- 
rians is the greater part of the ninth chapter of St. Paul’s epistie to 
the Romans. Hence we find it quoted i in proof of six out of eight of the 
articles on predestination, in chap. iii. of the Westminster confession of 
faith. When Luther wrote his Preface to Romans, he did not yet seein 
to have subjected his Augustinianism to that close scrutiny which he 
had been obliged to give to his old papistical opinions; and hence 
his views appear to have been changed in matters relating to the 
subject of predestination, not sooner than a year or two after his cele- 
brated dispute with Erasmus. Very little, in fact, of all that I have 
quoted from his works in this and the three latter numbers is of an 
earlier date. Not that he was ever an absolute predestinarian, in the 
modern sense of the expression. This may by no means be admitted. 
Yet some of his opinions being then of an Augustinian monk, had at 
Jeast some bearing in that direction. That he changed his mind in 
these things, after he had gained leisure to examine them, is no dis- 
grace to Luther. With respect to such a change he says himself,  Sup- 
pose I actually did once teach so, and now entirely different, and thus 
fall from myself, as was the case with fegard to the Pope’s doctrine ; 
what is it more than that I must experience St, Peter’s saying, crescite in 
cognitione Domini, (increase in the knowledge of the Lord). I know of 
no Doctor, no Council, no Father, however I may analize their books, 
soas to draw from them their quinta essentia, who completed that 
crescite (grow ye) all at once, so as to make a perfection (something 
perfect) out of a crescite.” Well, to return to the ninth chapter of 
Romans, when Luther wrote his preface to that epistle he considered 
the contents of this chapter as relating to matters of eternal life. In 
this his opinion was afterwards changed, For when he delivered his 
lectures on Genesis, in 1545, referring his hearers to the 11th, 12th 
and 13th verses of this chapter, he says, “from the circumstance that 
Esau was rejected, and Jacob chosen, and Esau hated while Jacob was 
loved, we are by no means to infer, that Esau was finally lost! So the 
hardening of the heart of Pharao, he does not (1526) look upon as 
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| making him insensible to good moral impressions ; for ** Pharao’s being 
hardened was his depending with fool-handy courage on his power and 
—Yand and people.” St.Paul, he afterwards adds, speaks of the harden- 
ing of Pharao, in Romans ix. 17. in order to show, that God would glo. | 
ry in being he who sends us sickness and other misfortunes and buffet- 
ings. Though it is the Devil and bad people that do it, yet God glo- 
vies in having their courage and heart in ‘his hands, and in making use 
_ of Satan and wicked people as his rods to cotrect his children.” So 
_ that Luther evidently now considered the whole of this choosing and 
_ rejecting of Israel, and of the people of God in the new dispensation, 
altogether in a temporal point of view, and as selecting them, according 
to 1. Peter, ii. 9. to be his instruments to whom he intrusted his ora- 
_ eles, that through them, his wrath against sin, and his mercy through 
Christ, might be known and published to the world. And hence we 
find that Luther so far from understanding the expressions, vessels 
| of wrath and vessels of mercy, as the predestinarians do, to mean od- 
jects of his anger or mercy, was in the habit of using the term vessels 
_ to signify instruments, according to the true meaning of the Greek 
- original, and calls the Pope and the Bishops, “ God’s vessels of wrath, 
_ to trouble and spoil the church,” for their sins. It would therefore ap- 
_ pear that Luther was not willing to leave to the absolute predestina- 
vians even their last resort. How. may they still count him among 
| their numbers | 


— 


Letter from the Rev. 8 Frontis. 


| “The Executive of the Missionary Society, 
received'a letter fran Rev, 8. Frontis, dated Somerset, Pa. Febru- 
ary 22, 1827, which appeared lately in the Philadelphian. Highly ap- 
proving of the zeal of the Presbyterian church (often called the English 
_ Presbyterian,) in extending the Redeemer’s kingdom—Applauding them 
for their perseverance in the missionary cause, and the ‘liberality of 
their people in supporting, Theological Seminaries and other institu- 
_ tions, calculated to promote the cause of our common Master, we cannot 
but regret the publication of the letter alluded to. We make no ob- 
- jection whatever, to the operations of Mr. Frontis, by which he seeks 
to resuscitate the Presbyterian church, in Somerset, Pa. and the ad- 
_ joining counties. Nor do we object to the liberty granted to Mr. Fron- 
tis, by our Lutheran brother, the Rev. Mr. Creegler, to occupy his pul- 
_ pit occasionally. We have ourselves repeatedly, and cheerfully, grant- 
ed our pulpit to regular Presbyterian Ministers, and in several instan; 
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ces we have gratefully occupied bl We object (and it is with 
much pain, that we are compelled to state the grounds of our objec- 
tion) to the following paragraph, viz: “T have not yet administered 
- Baptism or the Lord’s Supper—my reason is that there are now but 
three communicants here belonging to our church; one of whom be- 
longs to the Presbyterian church Greensburgh. Jf I should invite the 


German Reformed and Lutherans to unite with us, there would then be 
communicants enough; for they are all communicants. But you know, 
sir, the state of piety generally existing in those churches. I thought it 
best to wait until the Lord would graciously bless the means of his own 
appointment, and some new-born souls would express their desire to sa 
fess publicly their attachment te Christ.” ‘ 

We lament, that there are numbers in the Lutheran church who 
have not experienced a change of|heart. Our brethren of the German 
Reformed chureclf we know, also lament, that many who hear them, 
are still unconverted. But have others no such cause of lamentation ? 


The language of Mr. Frontis, “ ou know, sir, the state of piety gen- 
the 


erally existing in those church (0 Wait—some new born souls would ex- 
press,” &c. is declaring in ost emphatic manner, that in these 
churches piety is scarcely known. | Mr. Frontis states in his letter, that 
the people are generally Germans and chiefly speak that language, now 
how can any person attempt to judge the state of piety among a peo- 
ple whose language he doesnot understand? But the language of Mr 
‘Frontis does not embrace our people who reside in.and about Somerset 
only—* in those churches”—the ¢hurches of the German Reformed and 
of the Lutheran, amounting to several thousand, are all embraced! We 
have a personal knowledge of many divines of the German Reformed 
church, and of most of those aa church. We have been among ~ 


our people, and those of the German Reformed, in the northern and 
_ southern states, and have often been gratified, by their increasing pie- 
ty, and zeal for the cause of Clirist, both among the youth and those 
of riper years. | | 

We feel assured, that our brethren of the Presbyterian church, will 
disapprove of the course pursued by Mr. Frontis, in assailing two 
churches, who are convinced that the Lord is with them. And, in 
yeading the objectionable paragraph again, we feel, as if he himself 
will regret publishing to the world, that, which must necessarily 
wound so many of his fellow labourers in the vineyard of the Lord. 
If all Lutherans and German Reformed are communicants as ‘Mr. Fron- 
tis says, then they must either give their Pastors evidences of being 
worthy, or their Pastors, admit) them indiscriminately, without inform- 
ing them of the nature and objects of the Lord’s Supper. But there 


are Ministers in both the churghes, who are truly Evangelical, pions 
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and well taught, and therefore they cannot bb capable of admitting pere 
sons to the Lord’s 
| of piety generally existing in these churches is not so deplorable, as the 
reader would infer, from the letter of Mr. Frontis. There is an unal- 
terable rule, strictly adhered to in the Lutheran church, and we be. 


Supper, without due examination. Hence the stage 


lieve in the German Reformed, that whoeyer desires to commune, 
(though the person often communed before) call on the Pastor previous 
to its administration and signify such intention, thus affording the Pas- 


_ tor an opportunity to examine the person, and to make such remarks as 
are suited to the particular state of the applicant. And, whenever any 


persons are desirous of becoming members, they are required to attend 
a course of particular instruction, and before they receive the Lord’s 
Supper, publicly fo renounce the Devil and his works, promising by the 
grace of God, to ‘ follow holiness.’——Desirous of cultivating an affection- 
ate regard for all our Protestant brethren—knowing that each denomina- 
tion makes an exposition of the state of religion before its own tribunal, 
and that none can presume to judge for the other, we have in the spirit of 
love and justice, endeavoured to show how groundless the aspersion 


_ cast upon us. We would most cheerfully have passed over the letter 
In silence, but for the respectability of the source whenee it came; aad | 


the wide circulation of the Philadelphian, which justly ranks, among 
the most useful religious journals. Under other circumstances we 
sheuld have been silent, for, as we often experienced, then the most 
poisoned arrows fall harmless to the ground. As the picture was drawn 
by Mr. Frontis, he must have been distressed, with all the pious, that 
piety scarcely exists among so numerous a body of people, and if we 
have succeeded in giving’ it the touch requisite to make it a true re- 
presentation, we rejoice the pious’ of all denomi- 
nations. 


| 
| 


When I see a man enter the temple of God with an air of lightness 
and vanity, and in the midst of divine worship, stand gazing round up- 


on the audience, to notice their features and their dress, if not to sneer 


at their devotion; the thought strikes me that there is a temple which 
he will never defile—a worshipping assembly which he will never dis- 
turb—a day coming when God will not nd ssa: 


__ God’s promises are the Christian’s plea in prayer, the guide of his 
desires, afd the ground of his faith. . 


Some poor men are undervalued, because worth nothing v and sone 
rich men overyalued, though worth. 


| 
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‘Evangelical Lutheran . ynod of South Carolina. 


“We are much obliged to our ¢ prrespondent of Lexington District, 
3. C, for transmitting to us, so promptly, a copy of ‘the proceedings 
of our Synod in South Carolina. ‘We make the following summary, 
which we feel assured, will be read with interest by our patrons. 

The Synod convened on the 24th of November last, at St. Michacl’s 
church, Lexington District. The Rey. C, F. Bergman delivered the pas- 
toral sermon, from Psalm xevii. 1 The Synod being constituted as 
usual, by singing an appropriate hymn, and with an address to the 
throne of grace—the officers for the ensuing year were elected, Viz: 


Rev. JOHN BACHMAN, President. 
Cc. BERGMA Secretary 


GODFREY DREHER, ‘Treasurer, 

A number of communications and petitions, from churches and indi- 
viduals, were submitted to committees for examination. From their re- 
port, it appears that our congregations are so numerous, and Ministers 
so few in proportion, that after every exertion on the part of the Sy- 
nod, to supply our people with the: preached Gospel, it was found in- 
dispensably necessary, to recommend to the different congregations al. 
ready organized, to accept of preaching fares gy in the week, and 
but once a month on the Sabbath. 

Our Ministers in South Carolina are evidently very zealous and -in- 
dustrious. Their talents, zeal piety are such, as to satisfy us, 
_ that, with the blessing of God, they will greatly extend the kingdom . 
of the Redeemer, and prepare oat for an additional number of 


laborers, which we trust our Seminaries will soon furnish. 

The zeal and liberality of our people to the South is truly gratify- 
ing. Societies are forming, to promote the cause of Christ and our 
_church. “The Female Lutheran Society of Charleston, S. C.” for ex- 
ample, transmitted-to the Synod a donation of $145, and the congre- 
gation of Mr. Bachman, $46, for missionary purposes. All the Minis- 
ters present, brought more or less /|from their churches and individual 
members. Although there is no particular excitement spoken of, yet 
it is declared that a greater zeal for the Redeemer’s cause is now mani- 
fested, than formerly—that genuine piety increases, and that great at- 
tention is bestowed upon Sunday S¢hools, and all institutions calculated 
to promote the religion of the Bible. It is worthy of remark, and in- 
dicates a propitious state of affairs |to our Lutheran Zion, that the “ Fe- 
male Lutheran Society of Charleston” is now educating a promising 
young man for the Ministry, in addition te the liberal donations it 
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makes, to promote religion hrougti nitestanabienst in situations destitute 
of the means of grace: This is the first example of this kind, within 
‘our knowledge, in our church on this side of the Atlantic, and we 
| take great pleasure in congratulating the ladies of our church in South 
Carolina upon this proof of their devotedness to the cause of religions 
From the parochial report of eight Ministers, who have in their 
| charge twenty-three churches, it appears that during the past year 276 
were baptized, 103 confirmed, and 127 members 
were buried. 
Sunday morning, a to which the 
Rev. President delivered a pathetic discourse, from Acts xvi. 9. He 
was followed by the Rev. G. Dreher who delivered a Sacramental’ ad- 
dress, after which a respectable number of pe partook of the 
Supper. 

On Monday, the business of the Synod ‘eal continued, It was résolv- 
ed to employ two Missionaries for the ensuing year, the funds of the 
Synod, together with donations from te are pores’ to be 
amply sufficicnt. | | 

Two intelligent, pious and zealous young men, recommended by one 
_ of our - Northern Synods, will be very eA to our brethren in 
South Carolina. 

The second Thursday in August next, is to be observed as a day of 
prayer and supplication, for the prosperity of our Zion, and for the 
general diffusion of religion. 
_ A Mr. John G. Swartz, who graduated in the college of Columbia, 
South Carolina, is now engaged in the study of Divinity, atid agreeably 
to the opinion of the Rev. Pres ident, expects to apply for license at 
_ the next meeting of the Synod. | 

Mr. J.C. Hope, a gentleman of piety and considerable attainments; 
has been authorized to preach the Gospel, a a Mr. Wingert received 

license also. 
We cannot but observe, tliat our Zion appears at this 
_ to enjoy the smiles of our heavenly Father, in a great degree. Every 
sincere Lutheran, will express gratitude to God, for awakening zeal- 
ous men to the North and South, who are indefatigable in their labors, 
and that their labors are blessed in a high degree. In casting a re 
trospect upon the two or three years past, we are astonished to behold 
the progress of our church. During that period, the General Synod and : 
the Theological Seminary have been established—the Intelligencer and 
the Lutheran Magazine are in existence—the Hartwick Seminary is 
flourishing—the English language is now introduced into all our 
churches, which need it—many young men, of vital piety and good 
education, are preparing for the correspondence between 
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States is carrictl on with much 
spirit and. profit—new Synods have; been formed, and all are sincerely 
attached to the General Synod—our Catechism has been fully transla- 

ted, and is now published in the English language—Sunday schools 
and Missionary societies are in tion—prayer meetings are becom- 
ing general, and in fine, many of oyr people are working out their sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, The Synod of South Carolina, though 
organized but a few years since, djsplays an attachment to our cause, 
and a zeal for the promotion of all.our institutions, by which the Re. 
deemer’s kingdom will, under God, be extended, that entitles the mem- 
bers thereof to our highest esteem, and most fervent prayers, that God 
may impart to them every temporal and spiritual blessing. | 

The Evangelical Lutheran Intelligencer, is by this Synod, * recom- 
mended to the members: of their churches, as a publication worthy of 
encouragement and support.” 

Fhe Theological Seminaries at Hartwick and Gittysburs, “are re- 
grtded by this Synod, as institutions eminently calculated to subserve 
_ the interests of science and religipn in ‘our church.” 

__ Such approbatory expressions by a body of men, so respectable for 

piety and talents as the Synod of South Carolina, encourages our hopes, 
and warms our hearts, in the dis arge of duties imposed upon us by 
the church. 

On Tuesday the business of the Synod was finished, and after solemn 
exercises, the President adjourned the Synod, to meet again in. Novem- 
ber, 1827, at Ebenezer, Georgia. 


— 


ORTHODOXY OF PRUSSYA.—How very rapidly the cause of - 
neology is declining in this kingdom may be inferred from the fact, 
that the new Liturgy, which has| been prepared by order of the King, 
and which is decidedly orthodox, has now. been accepted and introdu- 
ced by a very large portion of the clergy. Although its adoption is 
optional with each individual Minister, and even with every Licentiate 
who may hereafter be admitted to the order—each candidate is required 
to state at his examination whe he approves of the Liturgy or not, 
and it is said that tliose who giye a negative reply have but slender 

prospects of speedy settlement. | | : 


‘Mr. King, the American Missignary, now in France, it appears that 
“many villages about Lyons” are abjuring the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, and returning to the pure, unadulterated doctrines of the gospel. 


PROGRESS OF IN FRANCE.—By a letter from 


‘ 
‘ 
iJ 
| | 
| 
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Theological Seminary of the General Synod of the 
_ Evangelical Lutheran Church.’ 


We jast returned from we attended an ex- 
amination of the students of the Theological Seminary. Convinced that 
many of our people take a deep interest in this institution, and that it 
is our duty, to inform our readers of its present state, we beg leave te 
call their attention to the following account, which, though hastily 
is nevertheless strictly correct. 

Mr. Jrtz, Jacobs, Oswald, Mering and Eichelberger, from Md. a 
Mr. Haverstick, Heilig, Ochrle,? Yeager and Fi 


Mr. Rosenmitler, Galloway, Morris, ‘ail Sharrets,t from 


West Pennsylvania. | 

Mr, Kempfer, from North Carolina. re | 

_ Agreeably to the Constitution of the Seminary, a adopted by the 

General Synod, the Directors assembled at Getty sburg on the 14th of 
May. Nine of the students were examined rigidly, during the follow- 

ing day, and acquitted themselves to the entire satisfaction of the Di- | 
rectors, who, without a single exception, were convinced, that the ap-. 
pointment of the Rey. S. S. to is mgst 


fortunate to the church, » 
The students were examined on die follo 


Greek and Hebrew Scriptures, 
Sacred Geography, 
Sacred Chrono 
Biblical History, 


Biblical nities, 
‘Grammar of the New 


... Exegetical Leetures of the sree on the Gospel of 
St. Matthew, | 

Seience of Interpretation, 

Philosophy of the Mind. 

_ In addition to the above studies, ial attention has been be- 
stowed upon the German language—a language, the knowledge of which 
it is now acknowledged by the hiterati, is indispensably necessary to 
form the scholar. The progress of the greg in the German lan; 


Deceased.’ Elected Pastor of the English Lutheran chusgh 
| Baltimore. + Appointed a by the W. Penn. Synod, 


ing branches, viz: 
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guage, eome of whom were ignorant of it, when they entered the 

Seminary, satisfied the Directors both of the industry of the students, 

and of the superior method of in struction, which the Professor intro- 

duced. We do not hesitate to say, that they will, if spared, be ena- 
led not only to understand any ¢ rom — but even to —_ in 
German language. 

On Wednesday two very inter ing were delinered in the 
German language by Mr Kempfer| and Mr. Jacobs, and two, equally i in- 
teresting, in the English language, by Mr. Eichelberger and Mr. Hav- 
erstick, We have requested a copy of each address, in order that we 
may publish at least several extracts, by which our readers will be 
enabled to judge for themselves, jas to the merit of them. N:. 

“6 the Secretary of the Board of Directors will soon furnish us with 
an extract of the minutes, we would merely state, for the present, that 
the proceedings were of the utmost importance. They .have resolved 
to establish a classical departme t, under their superintendance, and, 
supplied with a learned and pidus teacher, they cannot fail of sup- 
port, from those of our members, who desire that their sons may re- 
ceive a classical education, whilgt every opportunity will be afforded 
them, to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. | 

The charter granted by the Le islature of Pennsylvania, has been -re- 
ceived. According to its provisions, the Board of Directors is to be 
composed of such persons, as m y be elected by’ the Synods of our 
church, who now are, or hereafidr “may be, united in the General Sy- 

The Board of Directors fo the present is composed ry ; 


Rev. G. Shober | ‘|Rey. C. Krauth 
Dr Kortz |Mr. —— Berringer 
Dr. Schmucker Schmeiser 
David F. Frederick Nusz 
J. Herbst J. Harry 


‘In North Carolina several gen emen of the laity were lately elected, 
who, not being in attendance, ta sign ihe declaration required of each 
Director, their names will be p blished as soon a8 we shall obtain offi- 
| gal notice of their election. 

In fine, the harmony prevailin among the determi« 
nation to discharge the duties imposed upon them, faithfully—the tal- 
ents, industry and piety of the Professor so happily and successfully 
exercised among the students. of the first year, justify the anticipation, 
that our Seminary will, with the blessing of God, furnish our church- 
es with useful Pastoig, and in due time, prevent apy in these United 
States to he long yacant | 
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‘Protestants in Paris in 1825—26. 
An American merchant, Mr. Wilder, who resided for several years 


“in the city of Paris, and, an English Minister of the Gospel, determin. 


ed to seek some persons who would unite with them, in making an ef- 


fort to promote the knowledge of Jesus Christ. They succeeded at 


length, in meeting with several, who readily consented to form a socicty 
for the purpose of promoting a knowledge: of true religion. But a few 
days elapsed, when a number of persons, of high rank, and several literary 
characters, joined thesociety. The first act after the organization of the 
society, was, the establishing a religious journal, entitled “Archives of 
True Christianity.” Many useful essays have already been published, and 
their language is decidedly evangelical. The effecis were soon visible. 
Many well disposed persons read the work, became convinced of the 
utility of the society, and gave evidence of such conviction, by joining 
the society, which soon consisted of several thousand members. 


_ Not long after the formation of the Protestant Bible Society, a Tract 
Society was brought into existence, which issued in the year of our 
Lord, 1825, 220,000 tracts. These ‘were not only read very generally, 
but through them, many were, by the blessing of God, wes pe hye 22 to 
the Lord Jesus. | 
_A Protestant Missionary Society was formed in. Paris during the 
year 1825, and the zeal of this society, should influence the pious in 
every country to engage heartily in the cause of Christ. A large man- 
sion was purchased by this society, which is called the Mission-house. 
In it, they prepare pious young men for the Ministry, in order that 
the giad tidings of salvation in Christ, may be brought to their numer- 
ous brethren, who are scattered through the provinces of France. | 
The Society of “Christian Morality” is' another institution, which 
has been brought into existence, and is well calculated, to aid the 
cause of Christ. Theobject is, to operate against certain vices, which 


have been prevalent, and which were considered innocent. The abolition of 


the slave-trade—of lotteries, and the suppression of houses of ——. 
A number of the first statesmen have joined this society, and the most 
active are true disciples of the Lord Jesus. Some of the Priests oppo- 
sed this society, and it is said, that a Bishop has preached against it, . 
but the society is daily increasing, and practical Christianity marclene 
gn steadily, in spite of all opposition. _ 

Who would in the time of Louis XIV. have imagined such a state of 
things—to see such societies and institutions, in the very Metropolis ef 
France. 
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sionary concerns, which was. publi in the Lutheran Magazine, we 
learn, not.only, that our Synod of New York is making great exertions 
to promote the cause of Christ, but that individual members, have at 
heart so sincerely, the welfare of our,Lutheran Zion, that, multifarious 
as. their cngagements are, in their pwa fields of labour, they, upon ev- 
ery occasion of lcisure, which they would need for relaxation, visit 
euch districts, where some of our people reside, who have not had the 
ability to organize-a congregation, and administer unto them the means 
of grace. The editors of the Lutheran Magazine especially, appear to 
be thus engaged. In our next we shall publish an. affecting scene 
which occured to one of them, We cannot omit noticing, the striking 
coincidence of the operations which are cazried on with great zeal, by 
our Ministers to the North and th—And it evidently proves, that 
the Holy Spirit, is in a more than ordinary manner, influencing our Min- 
isters. Every effort is.made, to promote Evangelical religion, and to 
supply our people with the preached Gospel, There is probably no 
denomination ef Christians in our loved country, at this time, which 
calls so loud, for Ministers, as our Church does. May the great Shep- 
herd, bless our Seminaries, and jnduce many pious and intelligent 
young men, to enter them, to be fitted apd prepared for labor, as the 
harvest.is great. The following extract, compared with the informa- 
tion received from South Carolina, | will convince the ea that what 
we have said, ismotchimerical | 
_ The committee is assured fro particularly from 
the Western counties visited by Dr. Hazelius, that the families which 
belong to the Eyangelica! Lutheran church, and who have no preachers 
and no ordinances, are very nu S, and very anxious, algo, to be, 
supplied with the blessings of faithfully administered Gospel .— oo 
Some of our neédy brethren reside) i in settlements that are greatly expo- 
sed to the operations of sectarian spirits, and fanatica) adventurers, the 
consequences of which are truly d plorable. Covld two or three Mis- 
sionaries be constantly employed, aided by the contributions of the 
more favoured sections of our church, the number of -congregations 
would greatly increase. The efforts which have been made since the 
first formation of the committee on vacant congregations and mission- 
ary concern, have already resulted/in collecting many of our scattered 
brethren, in providing for the destitute, and employing, as settled Min. 
isters, several of our younger clerical 
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 Paucity of Lutheran Ministers. 
From, the report of the committe¢ on vacant congregations and mis- 
| 
| | 


1827] Superstition in the United States * 
Popish Superstition inthe United States. 
Nutiong tlie books which are held in high estimation by the Catholies, 
not only in Europe, but also in the United States, is.one with the fol- 
lowing titl—“ The Pious Guide to Prayer and Devotion, containing 
' various practices of piety, calculated to answer the demands of the de- 
vout members of the Roman Catholic Church.” From this yolume the 
subjoined is an extract,—Col. Star. 
“An Agnus Dei, so called from the image of the Lamb of God im. 
pressed on the face of it, is made oftvirgin wax, balsam and .chrism, 
blessed according to the Roman Ritual.) The spiritual efficacy ofvit, 
which is to preserve him who carries an Agnus Dei, or any particle of 
it about him, from the attempts ef his spiritual or temporal enemies— 
from the dangers of fire—of water—of storms and tempests—of thun- 
der and lightning, and from sudden unprovided death. It puts the 
devils to flight—succours: women in childbed—taKes away the stains 
of past sins, and furnishes us with new grace for the future that we 
may be preserved from all adversities and perils, both in life and death, 
through the cross and merits of the Lamb, who redeemed and washed 
us in his own blood. The pope consecrates the Agnus Dei’s the first 
year of his pontificate, and then every seventh year, on the Karn 
before Low Sunday, with many fine ceremonies, and devout prayers.”— 
The annexed extract ‘Gorm Park’s “Travels in Africa, page 52, may 
not unfitly accompany the’ foregoing as a kindred specimen of religious 
nonsense : | 
“The Saphies are prayers, or rather sentences from the Koran, which 
the Mahomedan Priests write on scraps of paper, and sell them to the 
simple natives, who consider them to possess extraordinary virtues. 
Some of the negroes wear them, to guard against the bites of snakes 
or alligators; and, on these occasions, the Saphie is commonly enclosed 
in .asnake’s or alligator,s skin, and tied round the ancle. Others have 
recourse to them in time of war, to protect their persons against 
hostijJe ‘weapons ; but the common use to which these amulets were 
applied, is to prevent or cure bodily diseases; to preserve from hun- 
ger and thirst, and generally to conciliate the favor of superior powers, 
under all the circumstances and occurrences of life.” 


THE BIBLE —From a careful calculator, it appears that during the 
Yast 25 years more than 5,000,000 Bibles and Testaments have been dis- 
tributed over the globe, in about 150 languages and dialects. 
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